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Press release 18th September 2017 

 

HOUSING MINISTER LAUNCHES FIRST NATIONAL RIGHT TO BUILD TASK FORCE EXPO IN AYLESBURY 
AND BUCKINGHAMSHIRE ADVANTAGE CONFIRM SIGNIFICANT CUSTOM AND SELF BUILD 

ALLOCATION ON AYLESBURY WOODLANDS SITE 

The National Custom and Self Build Association’s (NaCSBA) Right to Build Task Force has today, 18th 
September, launched a national programme of events to showcase the work of the newly 
established Task Force to help boost the supply of Custom and Self Build housing and bring together 
stakeholders from industry, local authorities and landowners.  

The Expo was attended by Alok Sharma MP, Minister of State for Housing and Planning, who said: “To 
fix our broken housing market, we need to get creative, giving consumers greater choice over the kind 
of homes they wish to live in.  Custom and Self Build housing will be an essential part of this. 
 
“As set out in our Housing White Paper, we are committed to doubling the number of Custom and Self 
Build homes by 2020 – so that anyone who wishes to design their dream house can do so. 
 
“I am delighted to be part of the very first Right to Build Expo today, which is a fantastic demonstration 
of government and industry working together to help this sector go from strength to strength.”  
 

Aylesbury was chosen by NaCSBA as the location for the first Expo because the Task Force has been 
supporting Buckinghamshire Advantage to allocate a significant proportion of the 1,100 homes 
planned for the Aylesbury Woodlands site as Custom and Self Build housing.  

At the same event Buckinghamshire Advantage confirmed the decisions it made as a result of the 
Task Force’s support. Richard Harrington, Chief Executive, said: “The Task Force gave us clear and 
helpful advice, drawing on the UK and international experience of its experts. As a result, our Board 
has agreed to target 15% Custom and Self Build housing, amounting to 165 plots”. 

Richard Bacon MP, who initiated the Right to Build legislation and is the Task Force’s Ambassador 
said: “Custom and Self Build housing enables local authorities, landowners and other organisations 
to bring forward more affordable and better designed housing to meet local demand. This Expo will 
enable them to gain an insight into what can be achieved and how to get help and support to deliver 
their ambitions.”  

Michael Holmes, Chair of NaCSBA and Task Force Board Member, added: “This Right to Build Expo is 
the first of a series across the UK. It marks another important step in our programme to boost the 
Custom and Self Build housing sector in the UK and build the capacity across the country to enable 
high quality projects to come forward and help thousands more people to build their own homes.” 
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Notes to Editors: 

• Details of the Right to Build Expo event in Aylesbury can be found at: 
https://www.righttobuildportal.org/news-events/right-build-expo-unlocking-potential-custom-
self-build-housing/ Further Expo dates will be announced shortly. 

• NaCSBA was formed in 2008 as a network of companies and individuals with the common aim of 
proving that Custom and Self Build housing can make a significant contribution to home building in 
the UK. NaCBSA’s objective is to make affordable, high quality, individually designed, sustainable 
homes an option for the many, not just the few. 

• The Task Force was launched in February 2017 with the aim of helping at least 80 local 
authorities, community groups and other organisations across the UK to deliver significantly 
more affordable Custom and Self Build housing projects. 

• The Task Force is funded by the Nationwide Foundation, which aims to increase the availability 
of decent affordable homes for people in housing need. The Nationwide Foundation is a 
registered charity (number 1065552) and an independent funder of charitable causes. Its vision 
is for everyone in the UK to have access to a decent home which they can afford. 

• The Task Force was endorsed by the Government in its White Paper Fixing our broken housing 
market and is supported by several partners including the Building and Social Housing 
Foundation, Local Government Association, National Housing Federation, Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors and Royal Town Planning Institute. 

• The Right to Build was established in England in 2016 through two legal obligations on Local 
Authorities. Under the Self-build and Custom Housebuilding Act 2015 all local authorities in 
England must keep a register of individuals and associations of individuals who are seeking to 
acquire serviced plots of land in the authority’s area and to have regard to that register when 
carrying out their functions. The Housing and Planning Act 2016 requires all local authorities in 
England to grant sufficient ‘development permissions’ to meet the demand for self-build and 
custom housebuilding in their area, as established by their register, on a rolling basis. 

• In December 2016, NaCSBA research revealed that 18,000 people had registered on Local 
Authority ‘Right to Build’ registers across England by 31st October 2016. Many more have 
registered since. Further details of the English Local Authorities with demand registers can be 
found at www.righttobuildportal.org 

• Since its launch the Task Force has received significant interest for support from organisations 
nationwide, with Buckinghamshire Advantage being the first to receive help. Organisations seeking 
assistance from the Task Force and prospective experts can initially register their interest at 
www.righttobuildtoolkit.org.uk which contains full details of the Task Force. Further details on 
what information should be submitted, selection criteria and conditions for receiving support will 
then be sent to interested parties. 

• Buckinghamshire Advantage (BA) acts as the operational arm of Buckinghamshire Thames Valley 
Local Enterprise Partnership (BTVLEP) on the delivery of BTVLEP funded capital schemes, 
ensuring local growth funds are invested to maximum effect. It also promotes and delivers 
capital projects helping Buckinghamshire’s economy develop sustainably.  For more information, 
go to: www.bucksadvantage.co.uk 

• BA is currently promoting the Aylesbury Woodlands site through planning via an application 
made to Aylesbury Vale District Council. The proportion of affordable housing within the scheme 
has as a result yet to be determined. 

• For further press information on the Task Force contact: Bryony Harrington on 07753 273355 or 
at taskforce@nacsba.org  
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